CHAPTER TWO

THE DISSATISFACTION
OF GOD; THE DESIRES OF GOD

God desires to introduce me to a person I do not know: a
“myself” with a much deeper faith than the faith I now have, a
“myself” far more sensitive to other people than I am, and far
happier.

I defend myself against this image. I spend much of my
psychic energy in guaranteeing that I see myself in a positive
light. I must see myself as okay, no matter what the facts may be.
This is a universal temptation, and it leads to inertia. The
promises are uttered within me precisely to shake this inertia. It
is this sense of “all’s well” that most frustrates God’s actions
within me. I make God into a support for my self-esteem, into
an approval of my status-quo. Not that I see it this way, no. |
seem aware of the need to grow. But it’s all on the surface. God’s
call to grow touches only surface spots. I see no need for radical
conversion. After all, basically, “I'm doing okay.”

Into that mood God is struggling to enter. “You could be
really believing, and it would be worlds apart from what you are
now. You could be so much more sensitive to others.”

So it happens that the promises of God produce in me,
whenever they take root, a sadness, a sadness at being so far
from living in the same world as these images. The promises
light up my darkness. As the light comes, we see resentments
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and anger where there could be affection, great anxiety where
there could be assurance. This leads to what St. Bernard calls 2
salutary sadness. A gap begins to open between where am and
where I could be. I begin to feel dissatisfaction with where I am,
My sense of spiritual well-being begins to crumble. It is very
unpleasant. I lose my standing before the Lord. It doesn’t feel
good, at all.

Itis only natural that we should seek to avoid this saddening,
this dissatisfaction. Since it is the automatic result of coming to
believe the promises, our defense against the sadness takes the
form of a defense against the promises. If believing the promises
has this negative effect, I use nonbelief to keep myself from
experiencing it. This nonbelieving takes a variety of forms, but
it is, fundamentally, a refusal to believe the promises. I cannot
afford to hear God speak His promise because it will depress me.
My sense of self-esteem will be shattered. From being reason-
ably satisfied, I will become dissatisfied. I will feel a certain
desire not to be where I am, Being me will lose some of the glow.

I am tempted to see myself as already the new creation. I
picture myself as having already put on the Lord Jesus, with just
a few improvements to work on. Not so the saints! They see
Fhemselves as fundamentally apart from where they could be, as
mse.nsitive and not really believing, not really willing to hand
their lives over to anybody. It is not the saints who see them-
selves as loving people, as a—for the most part—finished work
of God. No. They expose themselves to God’s word. “What if, at
best, I am an unprofitable servant!” “What if | have stayed on
the surface of faith, and have feared to enter in, on the surface of
love. Where it is largely words—words that deceive me, delude

me, and conceal the truth from me.” “What if T am really in a
state of self-satisfaction, inertia, paralysis,”

To encounter God, at any mom
encounter one who makes promise
the future, to what I could be,
with dissatisfaction, It arouses

ent in my life, is always to
s, who calls my attention to
and who, by doing this, fills me
in my heart a complaint. I see

The Coming of Consolation 15

with sadness my own poverty, dullness, and imperfection. By
getting me to taste the sweetness of His dreams for me, the
sweetness of what my life could be, I experience the staleness of
what it is.

“How sad that I commit myself to the gospel so half-
heartedly!” “The person God had in mind when He chose to
create me: how unaware I am of it all, how reluctant I am to
become that new me.”

Now this is not just God’s way of dealing with beginners, so
that there comes a stage in spiritual growth where dissatisfac-
tion disappears. Just the reverse is true. As we draw nearer to
God and to that being-clothed-with-Jesus that He created us for,
our dissatisfaction grows. We become more and more free to
look at ourselves honestly and to see the vast areas of unfaith,
insensitivity, and unhappiness within us: we become more and
more willing to hear God’s promises. We see ever more clearly
what true faith is, and how far we are from it, what true love is
and how feeble is its grasp on us. And we see with greater
astonishment God’s desire to fill our vacuum with Jesus’ faith
and His love. The determination that God has, His total absorp-
tion in bringing about this transformation in our inner life—
that comes to occupy all our attention.

The two combine: the unlikelihood, as I look at myself hon-
estly, that I will ever come to believe and love other than
superficially, and the bold determination of God’s will-act to
transform me into Jesus, to fill my heart with a confidence in the
Father like to Jesus’ own, and a sensitivity to my brothers and
sisters like to Jesus’ own.

These two are the focus of the spiritual consciousness of the
believer. The believer lets God make him aware of how power-
fully he is obstructing “the great things God wishes to accom-
plish in him” (St. Ignatius to Francis Borgia).?

God shares with me His dissatisfaction. By enabling me to
share what He sees about me—where I am and where I could
be—God gets me to enter into a share of His dissatisfaction. If I







