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If we had a small dormitory we could invite 4 or 5 of this group to
live with us. They would work for us, but at the same time they
would be learning some better ways to do the job. While they plow-
ed and planted they would learn how to use efficient methods within
the range of their economic possibilities. In painting, carpentry,
etc., they would help feed themselves and they would learn how to
do these things for themselves.

After a few months most of these boys would return to their families
but they would bring into their small circle ways that meant more
money for the group. They would have learnt more about their faith,
tooj; they would be more open to new approaches in liturgy.

This group could be used to bring about the necessary changes from
within, When an Indian sees a "white" do something effective, he

is not surprised nor is he stimulated to do the same. "Whites" have
always been able to do that sort of thing. It's when his fellow
Indians score a success that an Indien is aroused. When he sees his
neighbor with money in his pocket, or joy in his heart, he knows he
can have it too.

I am mostly interested in putting joy in his heart, in letting him
realize Christ's answer to the world's hypocrisy, to his own sin

and despair, to our terror of pain and death. The village will be
solving its' problems when people have the courage to step forward
and work for their neighbor. If they will just stop putting satin
robes and shining crowns on their statues and start putting shoes

on their children's feet. But for them this is God's desire: that
they waste their money on dead images, while Christ walks among them
alive and barefoot, a little black-eyed ragamuffin.

Recently America, the Jesuit weekly published an article by a Mon-
signor Illich who raised the question of whether it was doing S.A,
any good, to send all this money to them. He stressed that much of
this is being wasted, which, judging bv the little I have seen and
lot I have heard, seems to be true, not only of the Church programs,
but even of U.S., foreign aid.

This sounds like a letter urging you not to send any money down here,
But, as you may suspect, this is not my purpose. What would happen
if I receive no help at all from you. Well, our peculiar set-up
with the society is that since we wanted this type or work, we would
have to support ourselves. 9o, I would starve. .

Now you may say, "Why don't you sell your poetry to the national
magazines?"® You can't imagine what a second-rate group of poetry
critics are now entrenched in all the magazines. I will have.the
last laugh when, after my death, they fight for publication r}ghts.
However, that word death remids me of what's going to happen if you
stop sending help. Not that I mind starving, but I would like to
spread it out over 40 years.,

If I could eat the Indian meals, it would help tremendously. But,
my experiments over the past 6 months have made it plain that I can
only avoid intestinal infections by being very careful about what
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I eat., Bven at that I rarely spend $2 a day on everything.

(Another small point - perhaps not even worth mentioning - is the
terrible state of cookies down here., It's almost impossible to get
a dry cookie. Now you may say that doesn't seem a problem worthy
of a missionary, but to keep eating, day after day, soggy cookies-
Fr., Halligan just told me either to shut up or change the subject.
I sometimes wonder if he's even human).

In addition, there are cases in the ¥illage, where because of temp-
orary situations, a direct gift of money to a family can prevent a
calamity.

Down here, a little goes a long way. Three dollars keeps a man work-
ing for a week, With your help, changes have come about in Guango-
polo. The people are very proud of having us out there. They are
puzzled by the help coming from the United States. They are not

used to receiving anything but promises.

Ihank you for the help and for the letters. I am slowly getting
around to answering them all.

Please keep us in your prayers.
Your friend,
L)+ Mo Sowpson, 3-)-

William Sampson, S.d.
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